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Somewhere within tho diminutive
body of Cyrus Caesar Jones there lived
a spirit Which "flourished llko n green
bny tree, In spite of nil untoward cir-
cumstances.

It was nt least n third larger than
Jones himself, and, for this reason, the
greater part of tho time, ho had a'
firm conviction that Jones was quite
a man, and equal to almost any high
achievement

He was on alert, practical, business
man, with a large stock of knowledge
dearly purchased nt tho University of
Hard Work ; and there was brick dust
In his hair. His eyes were of a deep,
comprehending blue, and when there
was anything worth seeing he seldom
closed them. His trim nppearance was
greatly In his favor j but for tho past
week It had availed htm nothing.

Wns It his fault that tho old Arm
had failed?

"No, It was not I

Was it his fault that his weary
search for another position had so far
proved utterly fruitless?

Again not
Was ho to blame because his sav-

ings had melted away?
Well, hardly I

Ho was standing on the curb, nt the
Intersection of Fifth avenue nnd Thirty-fo-

urth street, In New York, moodily
rehearsing In his mind his recent expe-
riences, ns he abstractedly wntched the
people In the dining room of the enor-
mous hotel opposite.

"What n week!"
His search for similar work had de-

generated Into a frantic scramble for
any kind of work at all. And how, on
nothing, pay rent and doctor's bills nnd
acquire food and cash to go on?

"Great heavens!" ho thought. "If
only I had some cash 1"

Cash! Cashl Cash! beat In on his
brain.

"Got to have Itl Can't get It!" said
Jones.

"Can get It !" answered Jones' spir-
it. "Keep Can and will get
It."

"I'm hungry," complained Jones.
"Shucks!" scoffed his friend. "Pull

In your belt a couple of holes!"
At the edge of a pile of gutter-rubbis- h

nenr Merry's, he noticed n string
of pinkish bends.

"The little girl that lost them won't
mind If I give them to Helen," ho
mused, as ho slipped them into his
pocket. "A trifling present and n
doubtful one, but a big help at that.
It Isn't her fault that she doesn't
know I'm out of work."

He cleaned them In the fountnln and
placed them In tho lonely security of
his empty purse.

A copy of the morning's paper was
stuck between the slats of the bench
on which he sat. He was too tired, too
harassed by doubt and fear nnd hun-
ger, to read ; so ho carried It with him.

This spirit of his mnde him stop to
sympathize with n little girl on roller- -

HIs feet seemed fastened to tho
steps ns he slowly dragged them up
the five flights of stairs, but after the
click of tho latch-ke- y his heavy heart
was lifted by a glad cry .as he entered
the little three-roo- flat.

"Cyrus! Oh, you dear! Come
quickly and let mo press you close!
The doctor says I will soon be well.
Weill Yes! Completely and soundly
well ! What do you think of that?"

"Think 1" he choked, ns lie bent over
tho bed nnd kissed his invalid wife.
"Why, Helen, darling! I can't think
for the glory of It 1"

"Hoorny!" shouted Jones and his
spirit. "Hooray!"

There was u wall from the crib by
the bedside.

"Hollo, son!" he cried, as he caught
up the baby and kissed hlin. "Mora-me- r

Is n goin' f get well ! D'ye hear
that! Yes, sir! Listen to Hint and
quit It you dear little Indlnn !"

He drew up n chair and sat heavily
upon It, the child in his arms.

"What Is It that you need tonight,
dear heart?" he Inquired.

"Two prescriptions, some more port
wine, milk and eggs," she answered.
"Oh, denrlo! Sickness Is so terribly
expensive. I just know It Is costing
more than your income, even with all
that tho people In the house have done
for me."

"Well, I'm n long way from being
poor yet," he countered. "Poor? Well,
I should sny not 1 Can anyone call me
poor, with you and the baby, and a
job, and n roof over It nil? Poor?
With me managing things? Notl
Cheer up, girlie, nnd seo what I've got
for you. It's Just a little something
for you to wenr the next Sunday you're
able to go out."

She took the necklace and admired
It. Then she held out her arms to hlra.

"You thoughtful, noble boy," sho
whispered.

Parrots Which Save Life.
A Boose once saved ancient Homo

from destruction nt the hands of Its
enemies, and tho parrots of Mexico,
particularly those of the Tlerrn Cnl-lent-

the hot country along the const,
have saved thousands of lives In real
fact by giving warning of approaching
seismic disturbances. Whenever there
Is a heavy storm coming the parrots
ullently take to the highest nnd thick-
est folliiged trees In the jungle, but,
when an earthquake Is pending within
the next few hours, the parrots seek
a bare, open, level space and alight
on the ground. The parrot being

an arborenl bird, this Is
; but, In addition to this,

the birds, which us a rule are unbear-
ably noisy, becomo suddenly silent,
emitting now nnd again a peculiar cry
which they uso at no other time.

Minutes Count
Most oiks do not seem to know

that eternity. Is. a matter of minutes.
In youth the days seem long, and the
months ore' eternities. That Is espe-
cially true when tho picnic do.esn't
como until' after the Fourth of July.

"Oh, Cy, dear I I forgot to tell you.
The man was hero today and turned
off the gas. He said the bill hadn't
been pnld."

"Well, what a stupid oversight on
my part I I'll stop In thcro nnd make
them have It turned on again tonight."

"How hnvc things gono with you to
day, sweetheart? Dear mo I You look
completely worn out."

"Fine I" ho lied, nnd turned away his
face. "Now I must go, and I won't
leave you fclono n minute longer than
I can help. Hero Is today's paper.'
You enn rend It tomorrow."

He tossed the copy ho had picked up
In the park upon tho bed.

When tho door closed behind him.
Jones collapsed. He wns oil In. Not
so, however, with Jones' spirit. It took
hlro, willy-nill- to tho druggist's, the
grocer's, the dairy, and tho gns office;
and It forced Jones to make tho four
grcntcst "talks" of his life.

"The grnnd smash for mine tomor-
row night I" said Jones to himself, on
his wny back to the house.

Half famished as he was, Jones man-
aged to control himself and to cook
his supper before he ate It. By tho
time he hid devoured It his whole be-
ing wns shouting for relaxation and
rest. So, nftcr rapid preparations for
the night, he sought his cot, which hnd
been set up In the little dining room,
stretched himself upon It, nnd Immedi-
ately fell Into deep sleep.

From a phantasmagoria of doctors,
sick persons, hospitals, babies, sour-face- d

men who refused him work,
house agents, tradesmen, children on
roller-skate- little girls who had lost
things, rcstnurants where ho had eat-

en but could not pay, the police, Jails,
and tho like, ho was released by a
cry from his wife. He awoke, and with
a bound was on his feet.

It was early morning.
"What Is It, Helen, darling?" ho

cried, as he rushed Into the next room,
fear gripping him.

Sho was propped up by n pillow
and wns excitedly rending the copy
of the newspaper he had given her the
night before.

"My bends, Cyrus I My beads!"
she exclaimed. "Where did you get
them?"

He snt weakly down upon tho foot
of tho bed.

"Down-town,- " he faltered.
"Did you buy 'them or did you find

them?" she questioned eagerly.
"I found them near Merry's on

Fifth nvenue," ho replied shamefaced-
ly, certoln that nil his perfidy was now
discovered.

"Oh, splendid! I just knew It! I
wns certain of it. Here, rend that."

He took the paper and saw :

11,000.00 reward and no questions asked
upon the return of plain necklace of sixty--

nine (63) rose-tinte- d pearls, recently
lost on Fifth avenue, Forty-secon- d to
Fifty-nint-h streets.
II. T. LEFFINGWOLD, Hotel Shropshire.

"Helen, It can't be truel" he gasped
ns tho two gazed nt each other, wide--
eyed. "Let me see them, quick!"

Sho withdrew the necklace from Its
hiding plnce under her pillow.

His sleep-lade- n eyes brightened ns
he beheld It. He examined the beads
carefully and counted them.

"Pearls I"
No doubt of It whatever In the light

of his present Information.
Jones' home-comin- g on this day of

nil days was n triumphal progress. He
and his spirits were making holiday.

When his latch-ke- y again admitted
him he had receipts In full from tho
doctor nnd from his creditors of the
previous night.

There was also a slip which record-
ed the fact that he had paid two
months' rent In ndvnnce, properly
signed by the nstonlshed ngent.

In the Inner pocket of his vest thero
was also, reposing snugly, a bank-
book.

"Was It true?" she called anxiously
as ho entered. "Was It really and
truly true?"

"As true as ever was, sweetheart,"
ho answered chuckling, as he came
Into her presence. "And here Is an-

other present."
"What A bank-boo- k I"
"Nothing less, my dear. And It re-

cords the wealth of Helen Jones."
"Not oil of It," she answered, flujhed

with joy. "It Is tho very least of my
possessions."

She cuddled her baby closer nnd
gave Jones a long, fond look through
wet eyes.

"Hut that Isn't all, dearest," sold
Jones. "I've secured another position,
n much better one."

"You hnvo? How Is that?"
"The man who owned the fifteen

thousand dollars' worth of pearls paid
the reward and refused to ask nny
questions; but I Insisted In making a
full explanation. We finally had a
long conversation and ho Incidentally
mentioned that ho hnd long needed a
capable manager. Ho said, however,
that he had searched In vain for a
man of spirit and was about to give
up tho task In despair."

"And what did you say to that, Cy,
dear?"

"I said 'I am tho man,'" answered
Jones truthfully.; "And, what Is more,
I succeeded in proving It to htm. Hut
that Is another story."

It's nbout ns bad ns waiting for
Christmas. But tho days pass on Just
the same and every one adds some-
thing to eternity. As life widens Its
experiences from months to yenrs and
from years to decades It begins to
take on new meaning. Time rnsps off
life's angles nnd years distill wisdom
from Its trials and sorrows. All this
linked to multiplications of Itself
makes eternity. After nil eternity Is
nothing more than the sum of life's
hours added to all the hours that
have been or are to be. They are the
sum of the minutes and In them lies
the secret of eternity. Grit.

Insects That Sing.
Among the natural curiosities of Ja-

pan are singing Insects. The most
prized of these Is a black beetle mimed
"susumushl," which means "Insect
bell." The sound that It emits resem-
bles that of a little silver bell.

Birds.
Said the facetious feller; "Tho most

popular chickens nowadays aro the
kind that have to have their feathers
bought for 'era."

ASTER Is celebrated nil over the
world, though not by all tho world.
About one-thir- d of the people of
tho civilized world will obscrvo
the day as a commemoration of
the resurrection of Jesus of Naza-
reth which Is to sny that nbout
one-thir- d of the civilized world Is
Christian. Houghly spenklng, there
nro nbout 505,000,000 Christians

nnd about 1,032,000,000 Tho
Christians are thus classified: Itomnn Catholics,
272,800,000; Enstcrn churches, 120,000,000; Prot-
estant churches, 171,050,000. The s

are thus classified: Jews, 12,205,000; Mohnmme-dniv- s,

221,825,000; Buddhists, 188,031,000; Hindus,
210,540,000 ; Confuclnnists nnd Tnolsts, 300,830,000;
Shtntolsts, 25,000,000; Anlmists, 158,270.000; un-

classified. 15,2SO,000.
The Christians may be geographically classified

thus:
Europe Itomnn Cnthollc, 183,700,000; Eastern

churches, 08,000,000; Protestnnt churches, 03,000,-00- 0.

Asln Itomnn Cnthollc, 5,500,000; Eastern
churches, 17,200,000; 'Protestnnt churches, 0,000.-00-

Afrlcn Itomnn Cnthollc, 2,500,000; Enstern
churches, 3,800,000 ; Protestnnt churches, 2,750,000.

North America Itomnn Catholic, 30,700,000;
Eastern churches, 1,000,000; Protestant churches,
05.000,000.

South America Homan Cnthollc, 30.200.000;
Protestant churches
400,000.

Oceanlca It o m a n
Catholic. 8,200,000;
Protestant churches,

Tho Jews aro thus
distributed : Europe,

Asln, 500,000;
Africa, 400,000; North
America, 2,000,000 ;

South America, 35,000;
Oceanlca, 25,000.

Another geographical
classification Is this:

Europe Christians,
374,700,000 ; other
faiths, 14,050,000; total,
3S8,810,000.

Asia Christians,
; other faiths,

8C3.500.000; total,

Africa .Christians,
0,050,000; other faiths,
140,871,000; total,

JNorth America Christians, 102,700,000; other
faiths, 10,285,000; total, 112,033,000.

South America Christians, 30,COO,000; other
faiths, 1,400,000; total, 3S,000,000.

Oceanlca Christians, 12,709,000; other faiths,
42,029,000; total, 55,025,000.

It may safely be said that the allied Christian
nations will celebrate Easter this year with

solemnity. The life Immortal Is a comfort-
ing belief just now, when the world hns been
brought face to face with death by tho great war
ns never before. Prohably also It will bo cele-

brated as usual In Germany, for the Gennnns make
much ado over Easter.

Easter In Russia.
Even In distracted Russia Easter will be ob-

served, for the Greek Catholic church makes much
of the celebration and Easter observance Is n part
of the natlonnl life. Certniuly Easter of 1918 was
observed as usual In many parts of Itussln, al-

though the anarchist disorders were well under
way. Here Is. a bit of description from a letter
written from Kief In 1918:

"Easter is the greatest festival of nil the year;
Infinitely more so than Christmas. At 12 o'clock'
we drove out to the 'Larva,' the oldest monastery
nnd the richest In nil Itussla. Can you Imagine a
huge courtyard surrounded by a 40-fo- wall and
Immense covered gateway, groups of largo white
buildings all ablaze with light, with tho snow for
n background; tho center building the .church,
doors open, the Inside lighted by a thousand can-
dles, nnd the chanting of 1,500 priests. In the
open courtynrd were thousands of soldiers with
uncovered heads, each bearing a lighted candle.
To the right stands tho bell tower, a wonderful
structure over 200 feet high. At the strpke of 12
the most wonderful bells In Itussla peni forth ns
you have never heard bells In America Thousands
of voices cry 'Christ Is risen,' and the priests come
forth nnd march around the building."

In the days before tho grca(t war no festivals In
Europe nttracted so many foreigners as the cele-
bration In Rome of the holy week. It was not
unusual for more than 10,000 visitors to be pres-
ent, a lnrge proportion of them being English and
Americans and also Protestants. Doubtless thero
will be many visitors this Easter season. Easter
Sunday Is the culmlnntlon of the ceremonies. Tho
pope himself officiates nt high mass In St. Peter's
with the most gorgeous ritual. It Is after he

his blessing thnt the papers containing pray-
ers nro thrown down from his bnlcony to bo
scrambled for by the congregation.

Jerusalem, the Holy City.
The celebration of this Easter In Jerusalem will

probably bo noteworthy. It Is the first Easter In
s,cven consecutlvo centuries which finds the holy
city permanently freed from the misrule of tho

i Moslem. Mohammedan misrule and oppression
had their heglnnlng 13 centuries ago, but tho Cru-

saders held possession of tho city twice once
tinder Godfrey of Bouillon (1099-1187- ) nnd ngnlu
under Frederick II (1229-1244- The British, un-

der General Allenby, were In possession at Easter
of 1018, but lighting wns going on In all the sur-
rounding region nnd the fato of tho city was still
In the balance.

In normal times business In Jerusalem comes to
a stop at the Easter season nnd religious cere-
monial Is the dominating Interest. It is a
wort of fourfold celebration. The Moham-
medans contribute by holding a pilgrimage to the
tomb of Moses. The Jews celebrate tho passover.

All Christian People Have Them
One Form or Another, Some

Extremely Ancient.

In

Many curious and beautiful legends
nro associated with Ensjer and noly
week, some of them dating from the
days when the peoples of northern
Europe worshiped Eo's'tre, or Ostera,
the spring goddess, whose name Is still
preserved In the word "Easter."

Both the Christian and
Latin Christian churches hold
elaborate celebrations. of

the striking ceremonies Is
celebrated the church
In the Church of the Sepul-che- r

Is "Mir-
acle of the The en-

thusiasm is so at
celebrations hundreds of

worshipers have been crushed to

The essential features of tho
ceremony nre the reception nnd
dissemination of the fire."
The fire Is kindled In the holy
sepulcher, ond passed out
through an opening made for

the purpose In the side of tho holy tomb. It Is
then made use of to light candles with every
worshiper Is equipped. The Intention Is to sym-
bolize the descent of the Spirit. Tho candles
nre kept ns. sacred relics nnd are relighted only at
marriages, nnd deaths.

reception of the fire Is the work of the
patriarch. Ho appears at the head of a gorgeous
procession of ecclesiastics bishops, archbishops
ond priests. He leads his followers three times
around the holy tomb und when passing tho
doorway the third time, lenving his followers
stnndlng by. Shortly nfter the "holy fire" uppears
through the opening In the form of a blazing
torch. Men have been appointed to snatch the

These light their own candles and pass It
on to their neighbors; every burning candle be-
comes a train lending on the sacred fire to a hun-

dred others, ltobert llichens' description of the
Is in part this:

"It came at last. With a fierce gesture as of
exultation the long-haire- d priest withdrew

his ann from the nnd held up a
of flaming candles. And then delirium the
close-pneke- d thousands. All the mouths opened to
let out shrieks nnd the wild titterings of

All the arms gesticulated with frenzy
toward tho smoky yellow flames. All the bodies
struggled desperately, cruelly to get to them. And
the priest dipped his torch, and suddenly fire

to rush through the church. The patri-
arch tore out of the holy sepulcher and fell In
the Greek cathedral with tho fire In his hands.
From the balconies nenr the blue d

dome of caudles were let down by long
cords, were lighted by priests nnd were

up flaming. encircled the rotundn,
three tiers of Are. . . . Through the glare, the
smoke, the roaring, the procession . . . bishops
nnd priests, nccomponled sUira, by ncolytes,
by banner bearers, by canvasses beating the floor
with their staves. . . . the avenue of
banners nnd muskets nnd torches came bearded
nnd long-haire- d men In magnificent vestments, .

. . and the gorgeous Armenians, nlmost llko mov-

ing Idols, clad In the Jewels of their wonderful
treasury; and the withered-lookin- Copts and tho
astounding Abysslntnns, In magenta, with partly
shaved heads and tufts of coarse hair, like
the gaudy puppets that people a nlghtmnre."

From time lmmemorlnl the Christians of Jeru-
salem have observed the of Christ's passion,

and resurrection In complete and dramatic
fashion, and It wns from Jerusnlem that Easter
customs spread to of the world.
earliest record of these observances Is In 885. At
that tlmo the Christians to realize by ap-

propriate ceremony nnd the events of the
Inst acts In the life of Jesus. Each event wns com-
memorated, ns far as possible, on tho spot of Its
occurrence. The proper passages from the Gospel
were read and appropriate prayers were said as
the clergy and people went In procession from
place to place Bethany, Gethsemane, Golgotha,
the sepulcher and Olivet. It was during the mid-dt- o

that the character of the ceremonies
changed greatly, taking on spectacular features
which have persisted to the present day.

Tradltlou with more or less accuracy has fixed
the course of tho Via Dolorosa nnd tho 14 stations
nt which tho chief events on the way to the cross
occurred. It Is followed by thousands of visitors
on Easter week.

Eastpr Is the principal festival of tho Christian

MANY OLD LEGENDS OF EASTER
In n few remoto places the legend

lingers that the sun dances In tho
skies It rises on Easter morning.

of the Irish peasantry even now
rlso before dawn and go out to a hill-

top to watch the "sun dance," for It Is
that who do bo will get their

wishes.
At one time this belief prevailed

throughout the British Henick
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year for the mnnn thnt it commemorates the res-
urrection of Jesus. In the words of Paul, "If
Christ bo not risen, then Is our preaching vain nnd
your faith Is also vain." "But," he says, "now Is
Christ risen from the dend nnd become the flrst
fruits of them that sleep." Which Is to say that
the Christian rellgiou stands on the resurrection of
Jesus.

Pagan Rites Survive.
But the Easter season Is observed by millions

who nre not even nominally Christians. They do
not celebrate the resurrection of Christ, but rnther
the end of winter, the approach of spring, the be-

ginning of life in nature after tho long sleep of
winter. Celebrations of this kind antedate re-

corded history. When Chrlstiunity came Into the
world the Christian church adopted and modified
such of these pagan rites of celebration as it could
not abolish. This accounts for the many queer
rites of the Christian observance of Easter In
vnrlous parts of the world. They are pagan rites
that had their origin In the remotest past, nnd
have been modified by time und custom and a
changed meaning.

Thus the parade of fashion to Easter morning
church services In the large American cities had
Its origin ages ago In the superstition that failure
to wear at least one new piece of clothing would
bring bad luck during .the year. The use of the

but oven In his tlmo people were begin

egg as a symbol of new life Is far older than Chris-
tianity. The Easter rabbit Is a survival of an old.
old superstition. The use of flowers ns on expres-
sion of rejoicing Is probably almost as old as man
himself. The paschal candles nre In another
form the bonfires lighted by our remote ancestors
to celebrate the arrival of spring.

Just how the rabbits managed to get Into the
Easter celebration nobody seems to be able to
find out with nny certnluty. Anyway, they are
not properly rabbits ; they are hares. Undoubtedly
the nssoclation of the hare with Easter and its
eggs was introduced here by the Germans, but
where they got the Idea Is what none of the anti-
quarians have been able to learn to their satisfac-
tion. As far as they have gone they figure this
way: The relation between the moon and the
hare Is fairly close. The relation of the moon to
Easter Is very cloe. Gradually In ancient times
the hare seems to have become associated with
Easter and with Easter eggs.

Easter aner the Egg.
Easter without eggs fresh laid, dyed and sugar
would be like Christina? without Santa Clans,

the stocking nnd the tree. And the association of

the egg with Easter is er sily explained. Many of
the old peoples of earth have u.-e-d the egg from
time immemorial as the symbol of the germ of

life. The wise men of old tnught that the world
was hatched from an egg. All over the pagan
world it signified fertility and potential life. The
place of the egg was therefore firmly fixed In the
spring celebrations that long antedated Christ and
the Clutstinn Easter. The Christian church found
the egg so firmly established as an Easter symbol
that It could not bo dislodged. Therefore the
church adopted the egg and adopted It as a sym-

bol of the resurrection. In the transition of Easter
from a henthen to a Christian festival the tradi-

tion of the egg stands unbroken. When the col-

oring of eggs began, to the Christian the white
stood for the Inimnculnto conception ; the red for
the blood of the redemption, nnd the yellow for
the dawn of the resurrection morn.

It Is natural that many queer relics of ancient
egg customs should hnvo survived, while many
have died on the wny. For instance, the rulers of
earth no longer indulge In Easter eggs wholesale.
After the Easter celebration found Its wny into
France every hen roost In the country wns
searched for the largest eggs, which were token
as a tribute to tho king. And after the Easter
high mass In the chapel of the Louvre there were
brought into the royal cabinet pyramids of glided
eggs decked with verdure. The chaplain, nfter
blessing them, distributed them nmong the persons
of the court In the presence of his most Christian
majesty.

In the time of Henry I, eggs were In grent de-

mand on Easter morn. In the tower is an old

royal roll with an account of entry, "18d for 400

eggs to be used for ornnmental purposes for
Easter."

Thnt the whole world associates the egg with
Easter Is shown by the fnct that the Christian
children In Mesopotamln play the same game at
Easter of "picking" eggs that American boys do.

In Englnnd In many places tho boys nnd girls
"roll" their colored eggs, just ns tho Washington
children do on the White IlQiise grounds. This
White House by the wny, Is quite a
celebration and ns n curious spectacle Is worth
ceclng.

Thero nre many curious customs thnt obtain at
Easter that have nothing to do with the day.

refers to "the dancing Easter Day,"

ning to doubt If tho phenomenon, real-
ly occurred, for Sir Thomas Browne
In his Vulgar Errors.-publlshe- Jn 1040,
says: "Wo shall not, I hope, dispar-
age the Resurrection of our Redeemer
If we say thnt the sun doth not dance
on Easter Day."

Throughbut Europe colored eggs nre
exchanged on this festival, In token of
tho Resurrection, .for,-ev- en In

times, an egg was regarded
bj a type of new life, and the ancient

Egyptians and Persians exchanged
dyed or painted eggs at their spring
festivals, when all the world seems to
speak of Resurrection after the cold
nnd darkness of the winter.

Eggs dyed red were regarded as par-
ticularly symbolical of the death ond
resurrection of our Lord. Originally
the Enster eggs given to children were,
renl ones, tinted red, purpld, green or
yellow, or covered with gold leaf. Egg
rolling Is an old Easter Monday amuse-
ment In the north of Europe, and the
custom has traveled to America,

IMPROVED UNIFORM INTERNATIONAL

SNWSCHOOL
Lesson

IJy IlEV. P. B. FITZWATER. D. D.,
Teacher of English Bible In the Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago.;

Copjrl(rlit. 1010, hr Western Krwapiper t'nlon )

LESSON FOR APRIL 13

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR.

LESSON TEXTS-Jo- hn 1:35-6- Matthew
:27, 88; John 3:16; Ilomans 8:31. 32.
GOLDEN TEXT God so loved the

world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever belleveth on him
should riot perish, but have everlasting
llfe.-Jo- hn 3:1C.

PniMAItY TOPIC Jeeus our friend and
savior

JVNIOIl TOPIC What Jesus does for
us

IVTEPMEDIATB TOPIC Our Lord
and savior.

I. Who Jesus Is (John 1:35-51- ).

It Is absolutely lndlspensnble that
every pupil regnrdless of age should
know nearly who Jesus Is and what
he ramp into tho world for. It should
be the ardent desire of every teacher
o mnke so clear the person nnd work

of Christ thnt the pupils may accept
him ns their Saviour. Nothing short
of his Deity nnd vicarious ntonement
w!) avail for salvation. What he Is
set forth to be Is through personal
testimony. For tho most part thnt
which he wns found to be Is through
personal Investigation.

1. The Lamb of Cod (v. 30). John
testified that he Is the Lamb of God
the world's sin bearer. The word jsed
nnd the Idea conveyed carry us back
to Isaiah 53 and forwnrd to Jesus on
tho cross, bearing our sins In his wn
body. Christ had been definitely point-
ed out to John by the Holy Spirit (vv
33, 34).

2. The Messiah (v. 41). At the Invi-

tation of Jesus, the disciples went and
abode with him for n day. As a result
of that day with Jesus they testified
thnt he Is tho Messiah. He is that no
whom God had nnointed to lie tho
Saviour of men.

3. The Son of God. (v. 49). Nathan-ne- l
was Interested through the testi-

mony of a friend. Philip told him that
he had found Jesus of Nazareth, of
whom Moses had written. He knew
that Nnznreth was not the birthplace
of the Messiah, therefore he Inquired
"Can nny good thing come out of Nnz-

nreth?" At the Invitation of Philip he
made a personal Investigation. As :i
result he testified that Jesus was ;he
Son of God, the King of Israel.

4. The Son of Man (v. 51). This
Christ's own testimony. It shows that
he Is tho Messiah who, according to
Daniel's prediction (Dan. 7:13), would
appear in divine glory and establish a
universal and eternal kingdom. In
this testimony of Jesus Is foreshad
owed tho union of man nnd God, and
through hlra the establishment of u
medium of communlcntlon between,
earth nnd heaven. This Is the reality
of Jacob's vision at Bethel (Gen. JS:
12).

II. His Mission In the World tM.-irt-.

20:27, 28; John 3:10).
He came to give his life a ransom

for many. The world wns lost In sin
about to perish. Christ voluntarily

gave his life died Instead of the

1. The world is dying like the Is-

raelites, because bitten by the seiiint
of sin.

2. Christ, like the brazen serpeiit.
has been lifted up upon the cro'-'- - or
the remedy for sin (John 3:14. 15).

3. As the Israelites must look up r

the uplifted serpent, so those wlm
would be snved must believe on Jevus
Christ (John 3:10). While looking
by faith to the crucified Christ snvt'S
from the death-stin- g of the serpen, n
neglect or refusal to believe on nun
means to perish. '

4. This provision was made by (..,i
It emanated from his love (John M

10). "For God so loved the world Hint
ho gave his only begotten Son."

III. What He Gives (Bom. 8:31. 32).
God gnve his Son to save a dying

world. Those who accept his Son have
God on their side. He that spared his
Son will freely give all things to thoso
who receive hlra. He even mnkes nil
things work together for good to them
who love him (Rom. 8:2S).

Obedience Required.
The Bible rings with one long de

mnnd for obedience. The key word
of the book of Deuteronomy Is "Ob-

serve and do." The burden of our,
Lord's farewell dlscourso Is, "If ye'
love me, keep my commandments.'
We must not question or reply or ex-

cuse ourselves. We must not pick
nnd choose our wny. We must npt
think thnt obedience in one direction
will compensate for disobedience In
some othfcr particular. God gives one
command nt a time; If we obey this
he will flood our soul with blessing,,
nnd lead us forward Into new paths;
nnd pastures. But If we refuso we'
shall remain stngnant and waterl-
ogged, make no progress In Christian
experience, nnd lock both power and
Joy. F. B. Meyer.

The Quest of Wisdom.
What wisdom sho had she did not

pick off the hedge, llko blackberries,
God Is too kind to give away wisdom
after that useless fashion. So ,she
hnd to earn her wisdom, and tq work
hard, and suffer much ere she attained
it. And jn attaining she endured
strange adventures and great sor-
rows; nnd yet .they woild not have
given her the wisdom had she pot
had something In herself which gave,
her wit to understand her lessons,
and skill nnd courage to do what they
taught her. There bad been many
names for that something before sho
wns born, there have been many
names for it since, but her father und
mother cnlled It "the Grace of God.1'
KIngsley.

Prayer.
Tho best things In the divine lift",

as In the natural, will not come us
merely for the asking. True prayer
Is the whole strength of the wh'olo
man going out after his needs, nnd
the real secret of getting what yoii
want In heaven, as on earth, lien IrJ
the fact that you glvo up your whola
.oart to It U, CcDjCft


